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Ahoy There!

Ian Hooper,Ted Tierney, Wilf Francis, Roger Forbes, Dave
Wagstaff, Stuart (Slinger) Wood, John Sivitar, Vince Richards,
Maurice Brailey, Brian Jackson, Mike Gilbert, Danny de Feu.
Front Row Ladies:  Catherine Kelly, Val Robertson, Joan Roberts.

the RNPA at The  Cenotaph  for remembrance day - hope to see a few more faces next year.    Lots
to look forward to in Plymouth hope to see you all there.

Thank you all for your contributions to the newsletter we have had some good input and have a few
in hand for next issue but keep them coming.
Please note that Ray Whitehouse has moved house and his new phone number is on page 2 in
RNPA Committee.
Just a reminder from Steve January is the time you pay your subs £20 for joint, £15 for single.
- send them in & I can have a decent Christmas!!!!!
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Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas & Happy New Year .
2017 was a  very good year for the RNPA, a brilliant reunion lots of happy smiling faces
good work Ray & Danny and as you can see in this issue a excellent representation of

Your representatives at The Cenotaph
Hilary & Steve King.
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RNPA COMMITTEE

Farewell to Shipmates

Linda was born in Aldershot and joined the branch in 1979 on No 17 basic WRNS qualifying course
and signed on for the WRNS normal nine years.
After qualifying she went straight to C in C Fleet at Northwood and then onto Portland where she
met and later married, the then LMEM Peter James who joined the branch in 1987 when Linda was
near the end of her service.
Following Osprey Linda served at Daedalus and Dolphin with a spell with the Director Naval
Recruiting before nearly two years at the FPU prior to her release in 1987.
They had twin boys in 1988 and Linda went to Hong Kong with Peter and the two young children.

Linda Died on the 8th November 2017 and was cremated at Worthing crematorium on the 30th with
over one hundred in attendance including fourteen phots. Peter gave a lovely tribute to Linda which
deserved a round of applause but maybe not appropriate in the circumstances.
Following a gathering at the Dragon restaurant near the seafront at Rustington Linda’s Ashes were
scattered on the sea at sunset.

Linda James (nee Foord)
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Greetings everyone, it is with a massive sense of pride that I mention the immaculate turn out that
the RNPA Cenotaph Marchers platoon, displayed on  Remembrance Sunday this year, within the
Fleet Air Arm column.
It was a bitterly cold day and this year and we were one of the last to march down Whitehall and
present the RNPA wreath at the Cenotaph. Once we had returned to Horse Guards after a rapturous
& emotional clapping & cheering from the public & other forces contingents, we quickly proceeded
to the Fleet Air Arm Memorial on the Embankment, where Catherine Kelly laid the second RNPA
wreath at a short wreath laying ceremony.
On conclusion of the formal part of the day, most of the 16 Marchers and guests proceeded to the
‘Tom Cribb Pub’ adjacent to Piccadilly Circus, where the Staff and locals have adopted the RNPA
into their midst, along with a few from RAF Bomber Command, and the ‘Ton Class Minesweepers’
for formal toasts, drinks and a very welcome ‘Hot Buffet’. This was swiftly followed by a visit to the
nearby ‘Imperial Inn’ where socializing continued and which boasted a Jazz Group, which incidentally
reverted to a backing group to allow one of our own to borrow a guitar and excite everyone with a
superb ‘Rock’ number, - well done Rog!
I would like to thank the volunteer marches from the RNPA for their diligent support, some having
come from the furthest parts of the UK. I would also like the thank Jan Larcombe  for sorting the
paperwork out with RBL, and Rog Forbes who in his role as ‘Right Hand Marker’, kept us in line with
his Sgt Major tones!
All platoons march with a front of 6 across, and we originally had 3 lines totalling 18, however a
couple succumbed to illness leaving us 16 strong. Our aim is to have a strength of at least 24 for
2018 and beyond, and therefore I am reaching out to all of you Ex-Phot’s, to come and achieve a
highly emotional and gratifying event in your lives plus meeting up and socializing with former
colleagues.
As you will see from the accompanying photos the ‘Dress of the Day’ is not rigid, but we do ask
Marchers to wear berets with beret badges and ties. Some like the ‘Green Beret Phot’s’ would want
to wear the Green Beret and Brigade tie, but for the rest of you, and with help from Nelson’s slops,
I have a number of Berets and badges, plus RNPA blazer badges and ties, - so please contact me
with your requirements and any other queries.
It only leaves me to wish you all a Merry Xmas and a Happy New Year, and I’ll be contacting you all
again in 2018.

Yours Aye, Danny du Feu    -     RNPA Exhibitions & Events Coordinator.
email:  ddf.photography@gmail.com   tel: 07711 083465

       RNPA Remembrance Sunday March Past at the Cenotaph 2017
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Wilf Francis, Brian Jackson, Maurice
Brailey & Vince Richards

Below  Joan Roberts,
Val Robertson &
Catherine Kelly

Ian Hooper

Roger Forbes, Stuart Wood,
Joan Roberts, Catherine Kelly.
Ian Hooper, John Sivitar, Ted
Tierney  & Dean Wagstaff

Roger Forbes in full voice

Stuart ( Slinger) Wood, Bob Stanyard, Mike Gilbert



 A random recollection from 1965 by Ray Pogson   -  A balmy day on the Island...

IT'S summer-time -  or it might have been spring - and the living is easy. Fish are jumpin', wild brown
trout would be my preference... and, well you can picture the scene.

Recently married, just one or two jobs a day as a photographer operating out of the Fleet
Photographic Unit at Fraser Gunnery Range, and the one I was on was pretty straightforward, a
group photograph of the officers participating in that term's Long Gunnery Course.

But it was about to become tricky, very tricky... For bizarre things happened to Naval Airmen who
ventured onto the Island...
I'd been chauffeured over to Whale Island from FPU at Fraser in a Bedford Utilicon by Joe Morris,
a short, rotund Jew who talked like a cockney and who happened to be my landlord. My wife Marian
and I rented a bed-sit from Joe in Castle Road, Southsea, a thoroughfare made famous through the
birth at No 96 in 1925 of Richard Henry Sellers, later known world-wide as film actor and comedian
Peter Sellers.

Joe's son was captain of the Jewish FC who played in Division 111 of the Portsmouth Sunday League
and I, along with Len Wilmot, 'Sharkey' Ward and Jim Hinchey occasionally turned out for them when
they were short of players, afterwards enjoying a few lunch-time pints In The White House pub on
Milton Road. Fortunately, I'd been circumcised at birth so becoming a team member was for me a
formality. I can't speak for Len, 'Sharkey' or Jim who had all displayed their physical prowess during
matches earlier in the season.

Joe and I were parked outside the entrance to HMS Excellent's Wardroom and were probably
discussing Jewish FC's prospects for the coming weekend when he uttered the prophetic words...
‘I think that chap wants you Ray...’

‘Which chap Joe?’ I enquired.  ‘That officer at the end of the road,’ replied Joe.

Sure enough, an extremely tall, ruddy-faced Lieutenant with black shiny gaiters was stood to attention
near the corner of West Battery Road and was shouting at the top of his voice towards where we
were parked, a good 50 yards distant, maybe more if memory serves me correctly.
My instinctive gut feeling was to ignore this sudden comedic situation, but my head told me I was
right in the firing-line, so I slid back the Tilly door, leaned out and asked: ‘Are you talking to me sir?’

‘Yes, you...’ was the booming reply.
So I folded up the Daily Mirror which was on my lap, stuffed it in my back pocket - a more sensible
action would have been to leave it with Joe - hopped out of the Tilly, straightened my cap and started
walking to the end of the Wardroom Road.

‘Double! double!’ Ah! That time-honoured instruction forever echoing to this day from every nook
and cranny of the island's buildings.

At that time I was running to and from Fraser Gunnery Range along the promenade and pebbles of
Southsea sea-front as part of my daily training regime, and was subsequently  awarded my
cross-country colours by HMS Excellent physical training staff, so I was able to comply comfortably
with the order.
When I arrived and saluted the officer, he demanded to know why I hadn't saluted him earlier?
I was incredulous. My mouth was probably open. (Angela, the present Mrs Pogson, tells me it is
most of the time these days. I hope she's joking!)

‘But I was sitting in a Tilly,’ I replied.
‘That's no excuse. The front seat passenger should always salute.’
‘But you were 50 yards away...’ I suggested defensively.
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What I was thinking isn't repeatable. He then stared me up and down, berated me for the state of my
haircut -an arguable point -and for my half-hidden tabloid newspaper. Guilty as charged on that one!
“Double away!” He shouted in my face.
Unsure of my destination I enquired. ‘Where to?’
‘Chief of the parade.’ Came the shouted reply.
So I ran along West Battery Road, familiar to me as part of the Whale Island marathon course, and
down past the parade ground to the drill shed, where a not unkind Chief GI who was waiting for me
said: ‘I believe you've just met Lieutenant Trickey... What's your name?’
This farcical episode continued with me then running back to the wardroom entrance and being ordered
to run up and down Wardroom Road until the senior officer in charge of the Long G's Course came
down the Wardroom steps and told me to stop. ‘We don't want you shaking when you take the
photograph,’ was this officer's humorous observation.
Funereal tributes to Trickey stated that: ‘He was an absolute gent and had a great sense of humour,’
but also: ‘God help you if you didn't salute him across the parade ground.’
Yeah? Tell me about it...
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There was no place for fear during this rescue. I had been trained to drive the sea boat and whilst the
conditions I experienced were significantly more challenging than I had dealt with before I applied my
knowledge to achieve the end result.”
The Clyde Challenger was taking on water and drifting further out into the worsening Atlantic storm when
HMS Dragon arrived on the scene.
In the challenging sea state the sea boat and the yacht were regularly lost from HMS Dragon’s view as
they dipped into the huge Atlantic swell, with the 50 mile per hour winds making it even more difficult.
Despite the danger to herself and her crewmate, LS Hughes persisted with the rescue and made
13 approaches over a gruelling two-hour period to lift the crew off the stricken yacht and ferry them
back to the safety of HMS Dragon.
During one such cycle, the sea boat was swung into the side of Dragon by the high seas and the force
of the impact punctured the boat and injured LS Hughes’ arm; she elected to simply switch to the reserve
sea boat and continue to rescue, rather than have a shipmate take her place, a testament to her bravery
and determination.
She said: “I am humbled to have been recognised for my actions during the rescue. I was doing my job
in challenging conditions and was but part of a team effort in rescuing the sailors; an action I would hope
anyone would do if I were ever to be in a similar situation.”

Today, 14 sailors owe their lives to the bravery and leadership of LS Sally Hughes and her sea boat
team.

LEADING Seaman (LS) Sally Hughes (28), a member of HMS Dragon’s
ships company, has been awarded the Queen’s Gallantry Medal for an
act of exemplary bravery whilst assisting in the rescue of 14 sailors from
the Clyde Challenger yacht in February.

HMS Dragon was diverted whilst in UK waters to a position 500 miles
south west of Land’s End where the yacht, which had previously competed
in round-the-world races, had been de-masted in 18 foot seas and
damaged further in a failed rescue attempt by a nearby merchant vessel.

LS Hughes, who joined the Royal Navy in 2009, was tasked to drive the
ship’s sea boat, a 24 foot rigid inflatable boat (RIB).

Bravery of HMS Dragon Sailor Awarded at the Palace



A FIRST TIME HONOUR FOR THE ROYAL NAVY
Sailors from across Royal Navy were prepared for the honour of guarding Her Majesty The Queen
and other members of the Royal Family for the first time ever.
Drill instructors from the Army’s Guards Division have been worked closely with the Royal Navy’s
ceremonial instructors at HMS Excellent in Portsmouth for what was the first for the Senior Service
as they guard at Buckingham Palace, St James’s Palace, Windsor Castle and the Tower of London
at the beginning of December.

Their know-how was passed to sailors from ships and units across the Royal Navy and helped them
understand the intricate routines and movements needed for the Queen’s Royal Guard.
The Royal Navy Guard was deploy to London  at Buckingham Palace and mount guards at Windsor
Castle, St James’s Palace and the Tower of London where they guarded the crown jewels.
The Changing of the Guard can be traced back to the reign of Henry VII, when a ‘Royal Body Guard’
was created to protect the Sovereign. Guards Regiments were formed to protect King Charles II in
1656, when he was in exile and since then have provided highly trained Officers and Soldiers for the
Royal Guards.
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Sorry navy phots I havn’t got your  names but
believe one maybe Arron Hoare. Thanks to Ray
Pogson for obtaining some of the photos by Ivor
South of RN the phots & Officers



The Queen spoke at a ceremony in Portsmouth's naval base on 7th December, attended by Her
Royal Highness Princess Anne, Defence Secretary Gavin Williamson and military chiefs.
In her role as the ship's Lady Sponsor Her Majesty addressed guests before the Ship's Commanding
Officer, Captain Jerry Kyd, read the commissioning warrant. The iconic White Ensign was then raised,
symbolising the commissioning of the nation's future flagship into the Royal Navy's fleet.

Having successfully completed her second stage of sea trials off the south coast of England, the
carrier is back alongside at her home port of Portsmouth. Over 10,000 people across the UK have
contributed to the delivery of the ship under the Aircraft Carrier Alliance.
Completing final build activity and preparing for helicopter trials in the New Year, HMS Queen
Elizabeth will head to the United States for initial flight trials off the coast in autumn 2018. There are
currently 150 Royal Navy and RAF personnel training in the US on our 13 F-35 jets.

The UK has worked closely on both the F-35 and carrier programmes with the US, our pre-eminent
partner within NATO, enabling us to fly aircraft from each other's ships. Both of the UK's new carriers
will be able to operate alongside NATO and coalition allies.

The Commissioning of HMS QUEEN ELIZABETH.

On top of the
commissioning cake

Submarine Service Breaks Radio Silence

Royal Navy Submariners at HM Naval Base Clyde marked a major milestone recently with the
successful completion of the 350th deterrent patrol. As the country’s ultimate weapon, submarine
operations and movements are kept a closely guarded secret, but the Silent Service has temporarily
broken its silence to reveal the significant achievement.

“Our nuclear submarines are among the most complex machines ever built and ensuring that one
is at sea continuously is a huge challenge,” said Rear Admiral John Weale OBE, Head of the UK
Submarine Service.

“Everyone knows that a chain is only as strong as its weakest link.  Whether it is the dedication of
our submariners, the expertise of our engineers and support staff, or the love of our families– each
link remained strong throughout.” UK safe.”

Continuous submarine patrolling began in April 1969 with the Royal Navy’s submarines taking primary
responsibility for the UK’s national strategic deterrent.  Since then at least one Royal Navy ballistic
submarine has been on patrol in the world’s oceans, ensuring a continuous at sea deterrent.
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HRH The Princess Royal has attended a service
of thanksgiving at Portsmouth Anglican Cathedral
to mark the formation of the Women’s Royal Naval
Service (WRNS) 100 years ago.

Princess Anne is also the Chief Commandant for
Women in the Royal Navy unveiled a
commemorative stone after the service in the
Cathedral grounds.
The commemorative stone depicts the unique
shapes of four female naval uniform hats from the
past 100 years.

HRH Princess Royal Celebrates the WRNS at Service of Thanksgiving

Here are a few wrens that you will know in the phot branch :-

 Hilary King - Phot
(nee Cramphorn)

Tina du Feu   - Phot

Steve’s Thompson (Phot)
wife - Pat Thompson
Education.

Glynis M Shaw  - Phot

Admiral Sir Philip Jones, First Sea Lord and Chief of Naval Staff, said:
“I am pleased that we are able to commemorate the contribution of women in the Royal Navy over
the past century.
“I’m proud to lead a Royal Navy where women serve as engineers and pilots, divers and submariners;
where they have been recognised for their courage under fire and have risen to command fighting
ships and major shore establishments. We now look forward to welcoming the first women into the
general duties branch of the Royal Marines in the near future.

“However, we must never forget the pioneering women whose dedication, courage and skill made
all this possible, and whose example remains a source of inspiration and pride within the Naval
Service today.”
The Women’s Royal Naval Service was initially commissioned on 29 November 1917 towards the
end of the First World War under the leadership of Dame Katherine Furse.

Catherine Kelly  - Phot



I am still working on the “History of Royal Navy Photography” project and am still short of material
post 1984. What I have so far is at

http://www.users.waitrose.com/~jandor/Hist1325.

If anyone has something not listed or, if you have contributed, something I have missed out please
contact me at jandor@which.net.

Anyone got a shot of the long lens setup for Nickleby Ops with the Pertel stabilizer fitted that I could
use in the history.

 Also am still looking for a picture from Op Telic that shows our phots in action and obviously “Telic”

Have recently found out about the Naval Air Command  video unit c 1986/9. Anyone know when it
was formed and how long it lasted – or served there.
Ditto RNSETT and who trained people for those jobs.
"Also trying to pin down the last ship to have a camiflex aboard to record firings and the last time
anyone recorded a shoot from a towed target"
I have just come across an American Camera, the K 24, which was produced during the Second
World War as an American version of the F 24 (developed in the mid-20s). It was 9 pounds lighter
that the F 24 but was considered “A bit heavy” for hand held work. Unlikely, I know, but any of our
older members seen one of these in action.
Whitecroft House at Daedalus, Lee on Solent was used as the RN photographic school for a relatively
short time (1961 to 1964) but a surprising number of photographers passed through there during
this period.
The house was within Daedalus and belonged to the MOD until it was acquired by SEEDA (South
East England Development Agency) and was used by the Coastguard from December 1984. Firstly
to cover the Solent area, tasking the RN SAR flight at Daedalus and from May 1988 the coastguard
helicopter also based at Lee. It was surrendered to the HCA (Homes and Communities Agency) in
June 2015. This as part of the Future Coastguard Programme following the transfer of coastguard
operational activities to the National Maritime Operations Centre in Fareham and the Hillhead
Coastguard Rescue Team on completion of  the new Maritime and Coastguard Agency’s  “Daedalus
Coastguard Training Facility” built on the Daedalus airfield site.
Today the house looks a bit unloved, standing outside the perimeter fence, with no evidence of it
being used
This photograph, taken in August 2017, from the bow hatch of the BH 7 Hovercraft on display at the
Hovercraft Museum at Lee.

The Hovercraft had two numbers. Ships Pennant
No P235 and aircraft side No XW 255 because,
at the time, it had not been decided if hovercraft
were ships or aircraft
Some of you may recall that during the build up to
D Day in the Second World War the RN
Photographic flight flew their Anson aircraft from
Cowdray Park as the Ford airfield was too busy
to accommodate the training flights for
photographers.
Tania Pons of the Selham Airfield Project has
written a history of Cowdray “A Midhurst Flying
Field – The story of a forgotten Naval Air Station
1941 – 1945” The book does not have an ISBN

number but can be obtained from Wheelers Bookshop, Red Lion Street, Midhurst, West Sussex
GU29 9PB, tel: 01730 817666 or via Abe Books Price £12.95 plus P&P.
                                      Jan Larcombe
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